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Nudist activists Christina Lake and Korky Day invite "clothaholics" to Wreck Beach on Vancouver's western-most shore for a play written by Day that will hope-
fully tear down their social barriers, starting with the clothes. JENNIFER WILSON PHOTO
Stripping 
away social 
barriers P5
Sunset silent on contract with Vancouver Park Board
Community centres 
want clarification on 
new governance rules 
 By ALLISON HAYES
T hree weeks past the dead-line, the Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation is 
still waiting on a number of Van-
couver community centres to sign 
its proposed agreement to update 
operational rules.
The so-called Joint Operating 
Agreement is a one-size-fits-all 
contract between the Vancouver 
Park Board and 
Vancouver com-
munity centres 
that serves as an 
extensive guide-
line on how cen-
tres are to pro-
vide services and 
collect fees. 
Six asso-
ciations have 
signed the agreement before the 
Sept. 30-deadline, and another 
eight are conducting extensive 
reviews. The remaining six cen-
tres claim the 
agreement, as 
it stands, gives 
the park board 
too much power 
over individual 
operations.
K a t h l e e n 
Bigsby, president 
of Kerrisdale 
C o m m u n i t y 
Centre, said that her association has 
not signed the agreement because, 
she claims, it only spells out how 
community centres are to operate 
internally, with no emphasis on the 
standard of the service they provide.
“There’s nothing that talks about 
the breadth or the quality of the 
program, the frequency,” she said. 
“What they’re really concerned 
about is controlling volunteer, com-
munity-based organizations.”
Numerous attempts by The Voice 
to reach both the Vancouver Park 
Board and Sunset Community 
Centre went unanswered.
MLA talks student debt
Langara's Michael Lee hopes for collaboration in Victoria
 By PERRIN GRAUER
M ichael Lee, Vancou-ver-Langara MLA and B.C. Liberals leadership hope-
ful, said that collaboration among 
parties will be crucial to tackle the 
many issues British Columbia fac-
es, including student debt.
In an interview with The Voice, 
Lee was careful not to entirely dis-
miss the proposed $1,000 comple-
tion grant and elimination of in-
terest on student loans by Premier 
John Horgan, though Lee himself 
has not yet proposed a plan. 
“The NDP are certainly trying 
to address an important area,” Lee 
said of the current government’s 
approach to reduce student debt 
which averages $35,000, according 
to the B.C. Federation of Students. 
“Any government needs to bal-
ance competing priorities for those 
funds,” and that he would be look-
ing at various solutions without go-
ing into specifics. 
Simka Marshall, B.C. Federation 
of Students chairperson, gave more 
options, including an up-front 
needs-based grant program and 
more funding for institutions. 
“We have expectations on what 
type of requirements we need to get 
people into the jobs market,” Mar-
shall said. 
“But school is something that 
is just not accessible or affordable, 
especially when you take into ac-
count the cost of living not just in 
the Lower Mainland, but all around 
the province.” 
Dr. Stephen Phillips, politics in-
structor at Langara, said that any 
proposal aimed solely at alleviating 
debt “doesn't really address the dif-
ficulties students face as they're at-
tempting to complete their studies.”
Lee also wants to rid Victoria of 
partisan squabbling to get better 
policy results for British Columbi-
ans.
Phillips noted that Lee’s mes-
sage of collaboration aligns with his 
own understanding of proportional 
representation - an electoral reform 
that Lee opposes.
“Minority and coalition govern-
ments [would] become the norm 
and so cooperation among parties 
will become a necessity,” Phillips 
said. 
“Now it's very much the excep-
tion to the rule.”
Speaking from Kelowna, where 
he was campaigning, Lee said he 
believes, “that we can have a more 
considered discussion…rather than 
the kind of finger pointing between 
political parties that really narrow 
the scope of discussion.”
Churchill 
High in 
line for 
new field
Artificial turfs 
envisioned for all 
sports fields
 By ANA ROSE WALKEY
Two teenagers run through the grass on a sunny day at Sir Winston Churchill 
Secondary School, unaware that 
their grass field might be changed 
to synthetic turf.
According to the City of Van-
couver, the Vancouver Park Board 
is planning to install a new artificial 
turf field in Vancouver before the 
end of 2019 and the school is short-
listed along with Beaconsfield Park 
and Clinton Park. The park board’s 
goal is to supply quality amenities 
to players of differing abilities and 
interests. Though some users of the 
current grass field would welcome 
the upgrade, others have concerns 
about the impacts of artificial turfs 
on their gear and bodies.
Luca, a Churchill student whose 
mother only permitted  use of his 
first name, said he 
doesn’t want arti-
ficial turf because 
he’s worried that 
the little black 
turf pebbles will 
get in his eyes, cut 
his skin and ruin 
his shoes. 
J i m 
O’Donovan, a 
sports medicine 
fellow at Allan McGavin Sports 
Medicine Centre, believes there is 
an adaption period and that teenag-
ers’ joints will become accustomed 
to the surface with time.
“Newer surfaces appear to be 
providing more cushioning," 
O'Donovan said. "And watering it 
could reduce abrasions.” 
The upgrade will cost about $2 
million, with funds from the City-
wide Development Cost Levy, ac-
cording to the park board. Their 
long-term goal is to install synthet-
ic turf fields at all Vancouver high 
schools.
At a park board meeting on Oct. 
2, Craig Woods, president of the 
Vancouver Field Sports Federation 
said “it’s the most cost effective use 
of taxpayer dollars. Kids get to use 
it during the day and the public 
during the evening and weekends.”
Luca
CHURCHILL SECOND-
ARY STUDENT 
Happy Diwali to our 
Hindu Friends
“There's nothing... 
about the breadth 
and quality of the 
program.”
— KATHLEEN BIGSBY, PRESIDENT 
KERRISDALE COMMUNITY CENTRE
LIFESTYLES
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Greens elected three school trustees in Oct. 14 byelection
Greens look to 2018 
race for more seats
Janet Fraser watches the first round of election results come out on Oct. 14. PHOTO BY LAURA BROUGHAM
 By LAURA BROUGHAM
T he Green Party’s success in Saturday’s byelection in Vancouver cannot be viewed as a prelude to 
what will happen in the polls in the 
civic election next October.
That's the conclusion of Ramjee 
Parajulee, a Langara College po-
litical science instructor, who cau-
tioned the Greens' election of three 
school trustees Oct. 14 occurred 
with only 11 per cent of eligible 
voters casting a ballot.
“Certainly, it’s a positive sign,” 
Parajulee said. “But how can you 
gauge the opinion of people based 
on 11 per cent?”
The Greens' Janet Fraser, Judy 
Zaichkowsky and Estrellita Gon-
zalez won the top three spots on 
the nine-person school board. They 
were among 19 candidates in a race 
that saw Vision Vancouver also win 
three seats. The NPA won two and 
OneCity Vancouver finished with 
one.
On the council side, the Greens’ 
Pete Fry's 9,759 votes left him in 
third place behind second-place 
finisher Jean Swanson. The NPA‘s 
Hector Bremner won the council 
seat with 13,372 votes and 28 per 
cent of the vote.
“I think there was a really clear 
signal that was sent tonight — 
that people are looking for a new 
progressive party for the City of 
Vancouver, and the Greens are 
starting to fit that bill," said Fry, 
who watched the results at Eight 
½ Restaurant Lounge in Mount 
Pleasant with about 100 support-
ers, including Green Party Coun. 
Adriane Carr.
“I absolutely believe that when 
people have 10 councillors to vote 
for [in the next election] they’re go-
ing to elect me and Pete," Carr said. 
Jacquie Miller, the Green Party‘s 
campaign manager, said the party 
has to carefully plan its strategy for 
the 2018 election and decide how 
many candidates to run.
“We ran three for council last 
time, and we elected one, but both 
of the other two [Fry and Cleta 
Brown] came very close," Miller 
said.
Janet Fraser    
school board
First place with 27,360 votes. 
Judy Zaichkowsy 
school board
Second place with 23,383 votes.
Estrellita Gonzalez 
school board
Third place with 20,307 votes.
Pete Fry
city council
Third place with 9,759 votes.
SOURCE: VANCOUVER.CA
GREEN PARTY MEMBERS' RESULTS 
FROM  0CT.14  BYELECTION
Mary Jean Dun-
sdon only 68 per 
cent sure about 
2018 election
 By KURTIS GREGORY
A popular marijuana industry advocate who campaigned to be Vancouver's next city 
councillor says she is not deterred 
from seeking another possible run 
at city hall despite her sixth-place 
finish in the Oct. 14 byelection.
Mary Jean "Watermelon" Duns-
don, who won 1,737 votes for just 
under four per cent of the total vote, 
said she gained experience in her 
campaign run and will continue to 
fight for rights of cannabis users in 
Vancouver.
“I’m not 100 per cent sure I want 
to run again in 2018, but there’s 
about a 68 per cent possibility,” said 
Dunsdon, while watching the re-
sults Saturday night with campaign 
staff, friends and family at her East 
First Avenue home. 
Saturday’s byelection saw only 
11 per cent of eligible voters turn 
out to vote in a race that included a 
competition for nine vacant school 
board seats. The NPA’s Hector 
Bremner won the race with 13,372 
votes for 28 per cent of the vote. 
Dunsdon ran her campaign pri-
marily advocating for reform to the 
city's existing medical marijuana 
dispensary bylaws.
“We feel a lot of these regula-
tions are way more harsh than say 
booze or tobacco or opioids when 
we know now that cannabis is saf-
er than all three of those things,” 
Dunsdon said. 
Stephen Phil-
lips, a Langara 
political science 
professor, said 
it's unlikely a 
party with such 
a narrow focus 
will continue to 
have a presence 
when recre-
ational marijua-
na is legalized by 
the Trudeau government next July.
“In a way, events are kind of 
stealing their thunder — the senior 
levels of government, federal gov-
ernment, taking steps in that direc-
tion,” Phillips said.
Dana Larsen, founder and party 
president of Sensible BC, said the 
party's Vancouver branch will likely 
continue to push for drug reform 
in Canada, even after marijuana is 
legalized.
“The legalization we're getting is 
not the end of it anymore than the 
gay rights movement ending when 
sodomy was no longer a crime 
— there is still a lot of important 
things that need to be dealt with,” 
said Larsen, who joined Dunsdon 
at her house Saturday night. 
Weed 
Diva's 
future 
doobie-
ous 
IDEA Vancouver candi-
date, Jamie Lee Hamil-
ton, lands last place in 
byelection race
Activist mulls career after sixth loss
 By SASHA ZEIDLER
C ommunity activist Jamie Lee Hamilton says her fu-ture in Vancouver politics is 
up in the air after her sixth attempt 
to get elected in 21 years fell short 
in Saturday's byelection.
Hamilton, 
who ran with 
IDEA Van-
couver in the 
Oct. 14 race, 
finished last 
of 19 candi-
dates seeking 
one of nine 
spots on the 
Vancouver school board. Results 
showed she won 2.7 per cent of the 
vote.
"I've run a number of times and 
you get tired,” said Hamilton, who 
was joined Saturday night by a 
dozen friends at the Coast Plaza 
Hotel and Suites to watch the re-
sults. “At the same time, at a per-
sonal level, it doesn’t make me feel 
good to be coming in last place…I 
just thought in this election we had 
so much going for us." 
Hamilton has a long-standing 
history of advocacy for LGBTQ 
people, sex trade workers, Indig-
enous people and at-risk youth. 
She focused her campaign on di-
minishing bullying in schools and 
educating young people about the 
dangers of drug use and the city's 
opioid crisis.
“It’s very hard to win when 
you’re not part of a party,” said 
Hamilton’s financial agent Kyle Si-
munovic, who has worked on sev-
eral campaigns over 
the years. 
In 1996, Hamil-
ton became the first 
transgender woman 
to run for a seat on 
city council. She 
placed 14th out of 
58 candidates. She 
ran again for a spot 
on the park board in 2005, 2008, 
2011 and 2014. 
Connie Fogal, a former Cana-
dian Action Party leader, said she 
hopes her friend will run again in a 
future election. 
 “If she chooses not to, she’s paid 
her dues," said Fogal, who was 
among Hamilton's supporters at 
the hotel. Jamie Lee Hamilton on election night at the Coast Plaza Hotel and 
Suites. PHOTO BY SASHA ZEIDLER
Stephen Phillips
POLITICAL SCIENCE 
INSTRUCTOR
"I've run a number 
of times and you get 
tired.”
—JAMIE LEE HAMILTON, COMMUNITY 
ACTIVIST
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Langara marketing management instructor Stephanie Koonar teaches an integrated marketing communications class on Tuesday. Koonar has been training as 
a sexual respect ambassador since August. TREVOR NAULT PHOTO  
Staff trained on policy
Workshops aimed to increase misconduct awareness
 By TREVOR NAULT
A n ongoing workshop for Langara College teachers and faculty is in place to increase staff 
awareness of sexual misconduct on 
campus. 
The college recently implement-
ed Sexual Violence and Miscon-
duct Policy is producing measur-
able results, said Maggie Ross, the 
college’s manager of student con-
duct and judicial affairs.   
“What I've seen so far is that we 
have had a slight increase in the 
number of issues that have been re-
ported to us,” Ross said. 
Ross attributes this increase in 
part to Langara Sexual Respect 
Ambassador program, a pilot proj-
ect designed to train teachers and 
faculty to be more knowledgable of 
sexual misconduct on campus.
Since August, approximately 35 
Langara staff and faculty members 
have been meeting once a month 
to train as Sexual Respect Ambas-
sadors, equipping them with skills 
and knowledge to turn them into 
critical resources for student survi-
vors of sexual violence. 
Ross said the goal wasn’t neces-
sarily to help employees, but to help 
students come forward by making 
staff and faculty as approachable 
and informed as possible. 
Stephanie Koonar, a volunteer 
program participant and marketing 
management instructor at Langara, 
attends training workshops and re-
ports back to her department. In 
doing so, she said she acts as a re-
source for her colleagues and shares 
her training, elevating everyone’s 
level of knowledge and ability to act 
as ambassadors themselves.
“Our role as Sexual Respect Am-
bassadors is kind of three things: lis-
ten, respect and refer,” said Koonar.
Ross says they’re working with 
VOLT, Langara’s student volunteer 
program, and the Langara Stu-
dents’ Union to recruit students for 
a modified student version of the 
program. Jennifer Cheddie, a stu-
dent conduct officer, is helping to 
make that happen. 
“It’s important, especially now 
with how rape culture is so per-
vasive,” said Cheddie.  “It’s a great 
opportunity to spread the word and 
get people talking.” 
Koonar is hopeful the program 
will continue for the foreseeable 
future.
“I applaud the college for taking 
this one,” said Koonar. “I’m proud 
that we’re doing it.”  
Naloxone kits scarce on campus 
UBC and BCIT currently advertise the avaliablity and easy-access to kits
 By LINDSEY LLOYD
A s a result of B.C.’s opioid epidemic, postsecondary institutions have created 
accessible and transparent take-
home naloxone kit programs tar-
geting students, but Langara Col-
lege only possesses a small number 
of kits that are 
not as acces-
sible.
In Septem-
ber, Health 
Canada issued 
a warning to all 
post-second-
ary students, 
which stated 
that students should be equipping 
themselves with Naloxone kits, es-
pecially during the first week of the 
school year. Naloxone is a medica-
tion that quickly reverses the effects 
of an opioid overdose and is usually 
injected into a muscle.
According to Langara Health 
Services nurse Susan Kensett, the 
school’s health centre only has four 
kits. Kensett says they are for stu-
dents at risk of an opioid overdose, 
not for the general public.
“I'm just concerned that we're 
going to get dozens of people ar-
riving here, worried about their 
friends and wanting to have a nal-
oxone kit,” said Kensett.       
In compar-
ison, BCIT’s 
health ser-
vices have 
advertised a 
greater avail-
ability. Ac-
cording to 
Glen Magel, 
Director of 
Safety, Security and Emergency 
Management at BCIT, anyone in 
the student community is able to 
pick one up.
“Anyone in the community can 
go and pick one up after a brief 
training,” Magel said.
UBC’s student health services 
website states, “naloxone kits and 
overdose training are 
available for free 
for students and 
friends and 
family of 
s t u -
dents.”
B o t h 
Vancouver 
C o a s t a l 
Health and 
Kensett refer 
people seeking 
naloxone kits to the 
VCH website, To-
wards the Heart, which 
specifies registered clinics 
that offer take-home kits. 
But in South Vancouver there’s 
only one site indicated on their 
website that offers this program.
Some Langara students are tak-
ing measures into their own hands, 
such as first year social sciences stu-
dent Chelsea Riva, who was able to 
obtain a kit at a youth clinic. Riva 
believes it would be convenient if 
there were more kits available on 
campus.
“If they were here it, would be a 
lot more convenient for students,” 
said Riva. “There’s so many young 
people all in one place.” 
College 
ignores 
breast 
cancer
The October-long 
movement has gone 
unnoticed by Langara 
college
 By NICK VALKA
A ccording to the Canadian Breast Cancer Founda-tion, Breast cancer affects 
one in eight Canadian women, yet 
Langara College did not host any 
events for Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month.
The month-long event is an an-
nual campaign that brings inter-
national attention to the disease. 
Charities and organizations collect 
donations during the month of Oc-
tober for research into the causes, 
prevention and possible cure of 
breast cancer. However, students 
and faculty at Langara College 
may have noticed a lack of breast 
cancer-related events on campus 
this month.
Reba Noel, Student Engagement 
Programs Coordinator at Langara 
College, explained that the govern-
ment mandates post-secondary in-
stitutions to address certain issues, 
such as Pink Shirt Day for bullying, 
rather than others.
“There are things that we kind of 
have to face, and it’s just that those 
things are percolating to the top,” 
said Noel. “It’s hard to say, without 
sounding trite, that one’s more im-
portant than the 
other, but we’re 
mandated by the 
government to 
have a policy to 
address certain 
things.”
Some Langara 
students were not 
fully aware that 
October is Breast 
Cancer Aware-
ness Month, but 
still wish there 
was some form of acknowledge-
ment for the month-long cam-
paign around campus. 
Theresa Lang, first year health 
sciences student, did not know that 
this month was dedicated to breast 
cancer awareness. However, Lang 
said it would have been useful for 
the college to have posted adver-
tisements throughout campus so 
students would be further informed 
of this month’s events.
“I didn’t even know about it, 
awareness events would be good 
but even posters around campus 
would help,” said Lang.
While women under the age of 
50 have a significantly lower chance 
of developing breast cancer, Shawn 
Chirrey, Senior Manager of Health 
Promotion at the Canadian Cancer 
Society said it’s still important to 
know things like family history.
“Know their family history, know 
their associated risks,” said Chirrey. 
“Be aware of your breasts, and if 
there are any changes, talk to your 
doctor.”
Reba Noel
STUDENT ENGAGE-
MENT PROGRAMS 
COORDINATOR, 
LANGARA COLLEGE
“If they were here, 
it would be a lot 
more convenient for 
students.”
— CHELSEA RIVA, SOCIAL SCIENCES STUDENT
Langara Health Services only has 
four sets of Naloxone kits that are 
available for students to pick up. 
However, the kits are not for 
the general public. Nalox-
one is a medication that 
rapidly reverses the 
effects of an opi-
oid overdose. 
MARK 
ONIFFREY,  
WIKI COM-
MONS
 Disclosure
   Tell someone at the college of 
incident for support and referral
 Informal report
   Ask to have incident recorded 
without filing formal complaint.
 Third party 
   Have trusted third party report 
incident.                                 
  Investigation
    Have trusted third party report 
incident.
SOURCE: LANGARA SEXUAL VIOLENCE 
AND MISCONDUCT POLICY 
STUDENTS OPTIONS
“Even posters around 
campus would help.”
— THERESA LANG, HEALTH SCIENCES STUDENT
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Melding print and online, the experimental showcase of the future
 By LISA TANH
W eb and print me-dia collided dur-ing the Vancouver Art Book Fair this 
weekend, slashing production and 
shipping costs.
Free and open to the public, the 
multi-day festival consists of ev-
erything from books, magazines, 
and other experimental forms of 
publication from across Canada 
and the globe. VABF  was held  at 
the Vancouver Art Gallery between 
Oct. 13-15. 
It is the longest-running interna-
tional art book fair in Canada and 
attracted thousands of Vancouveri-
tes over the weekend.
“I am really big on accessible 
art because I view art as ideas 
and sharing critical thinking by 
engaging with works, visually or 
physically, [in a gallery setting] it 
should be free,” Sylvana d’Angelo 
said, a graphic designer, board 
member and next year’s art direc-
tor for  the VAG.
d’Angelo said her latest website 
and publication project, Spiritual 
Pilgrimage 2018 consists of images 
by participating artists from Van-
couver and Seoul, South Korea. The 
full content can only be seen after 
printing as a zine. 
Spiritual Pilgrimage 2018 
launched at the fair and will be 
shown in 2018 at Unlimited Edi-
tion, an art book fair in Seoul, 
South Korea.
d’Angelo said another exhibitor, 
Decoy Magazine, based in Vancou-
ver is using a “fresh approach” to 
web and print as well.
 “We have seven artists that we're 
working with who are part of the 
digital art subscription that we 
do.Normally, people only see the 
artworks by getting an email at-
tachment, but instead we're work-
ing with artists to get digital work 
shown physically. So, it'll be things 
like GIFs, MP4s, JPEGs –– that 
kind of thing,” Lauren Marsden 
said, editor at Decoy Magazine.
Decoy Magazine will have their 
first physical exhibition, The Chan-
nelers, at EMMEDIA, a gallery 
and production society from Feb. 
2 – Mar. 3, 2018 in Calgary.
Marta Ribas, a book fair attend-
ee, said that she liked seeing “a lot 
of things together in one space.”
“I think that’s the most valuable 
thing about this book fair. You can 
just come here rather than just go 
to a bookstore and than online,” 
Ribas said.
D’Angelo says that as the gal-
lery’s upcoming art director, she 
plans to explore web and print me-
dia in a grander scale.
“My favourite part about print is 
having something I can hold, and 
my favourite part about web is that 
you can easily share it. So, I’m try-
ing to explore projects like that,” 
d’Angelo said while showcasing 
her work.
Trans activist slams addiction
Using poetry as 
a tool to open up 
discussion and to 
destigmatize trans 
issues
 By TARAN GILL
R aven Salander a trans wom-an and activist hopes to des-tigmatize and create conver-
sation around these issues through 
her poetry.
“Many trans women have had 
to deal with extremely harsh con-
ditions and consequently, depres-
sion; suicidal ideation, addictions 
and other mental health issues have 
been a big part of our life experi-
ences,” said Salander. 
Salander, who has been writing 
poetry for 20 years, and publicly 
sharing it for four, preformed at 
Cafe Deux Soleils on Commercial 
Drive Oct. 9 during a Van Slam 
event. 
The context of her writing dis-
cusses her addiction, mental health 
issues, and her experience as a 
street-level survival sex work in 
hopes others will one day be able to 
do the same. 
 “I have received a lot of feed-
back from members of the audi-
ence who felt really moved and I 
think, to some extent, liberated by 
my readings,” Salander said. 
“It is important for those of 
us who can, to be visible and 
speak out.”
Courtney Lewis, a trans 
woman and recovering ad-
dict, who attended the 
event, said she found 
inspiration from 
Salander’s po-
ems. 
“ H e r 
words were 
touching 
and I am 
more in-
s p i r e d 
to keep 
f i g h t -
ing my 
urges,” 
s a i d 
Lewis.
S a l a n d e r , 
who spent 45 
years of her 
life knowing 
that she was 
not meant to 
be a man, 
came out at 
age 50. She 
is satisfied 
by the prog-
ress made 
t o w a r d s 
transgender 
rights but is 
worried of 
looming backlash due 
to LGBTQ+ due to the 
rising representation 
TV and movies. 
Her performance 
ended with a poem titled 
“The candle for Shauntau”, 
an emotional eulogy to her 
partner, whom was 
also a transgender 
sex-worker, whose 
murder remains 
unsolved till day.
“We have seen 
alt-right 
and white su-
premacists pres-
ent at our rallies 
for transgen-
der and queer 
rights,” she 
said.
“I don't think 
we are totally iso-
lated from the up-
surge of right-wing 
fascists and bigoted 
attacks.”
Love one, love all 
 By ANA ROSE WALKEY
LGBTQ+ and polyamorous relationships are more com-mon on TV and in movies, 
with the intention of creating a 
more accepting future for people 
outside of the heterosexual marital 
norm.
TV shows such as Modern Fam-
ily and Game of Thrones feature a 
range of these relationships.
Online 
personality, Jessica Perry, ex-
plained that the increase in the rep-
resentation of all kinds of relation-
ships might be because the people 
who are writing them are also 
outside of the heterosexual mari-
tal norm. Perry identifies herself 
as “Polyamorous and pangendered 
grey-pansexual, which means to me 
I am all genders and beyond gender. 
I am attracted to one’s soul rather 
than just their sexual anatomy.” 
In regards to TV shows and 
movies representing her relation-
ships, Perry said, “It does feel 
forced sometimes. It's like, why is 
that person there that really doesn't 
have a purpose in the show? And 
it's just to not get hate mail. But 
when someone's actually a good 
writer and they're writing these off 
of their life experiences it feels true 
and not like it's fake or forced.”
Katherine Frost, head of business 
affairs for OUTtv: a Canadian 
LGBTQ+ television network, 
says the increased representation of 
all relationships in entertainment 
media is creating normalization. 
“As our laws change, everything 
sort of trickles down from there…
the more portrayals of other things 
you see, the more normal it be-
comes”, Frost said.  
E l i s a b e t h 
Cooke, direc-
tor of Inclusiv-
ity, a service that 
trains people to-
wards managing 
diversity in their 
company who 
also specializes 
in empowering 
LGBTQ+ youth, 
thinks this is af-
fecting LGBTQ+ people in a posi-
tive way. 
“Everybody wants to watch 
TV and see themselves in a char-
acter, and for a really long time, 
you couldn’t do that,"said Cooke. 
"you're seeing them have a depth in 
character that we didn't necessarily 
see before, letting people be more 
than just that one thing.” 
Non-heteronormative 
relationships thrust 
into the spotlight 
Raven Salander, 
trans rights activist 
PHOTO BYTARAN GILL
 
Sylvana d’Angelo, board member with the Vancouver Art Gallery, on Oct. 14 at the Vancouver Art Gallery showcased her latest project Spiritual Pilgrimage 2018.  PHOTO BY LISA TANH 
“I view art as ideas 
and sharing critical 
thinking by engaging 
with works,”
— SYLVANA D'ANGELO, BOARD MEMBER OF VAG
 Artists' 
go beyond 
the spine
Jessica Perry
ONLINE 
PERSONALITY
ORANGE IS THE NEW BLACK 
RANKED 8TH ON NETFLIX 2017
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Nudism activists, Christina Lake and Korky Day take a dip at Wreck Beach. PHOTO BY JENNIFER WILSON
 By JENNIFER WILSON
G etting naked will end war and male domina-tion, according to nud-ist playwright Korky 
Day. Day’s production, Shy Therapy 
at a Nude Beach, aims to accelerate 
emancipatory, nude politics and 
“cure” Vancouver of “clothaholism,” 
the addiction of wearing clothing.
Day said the play, based on the 
therapy he offers to non-nudists 
on Wreck Beach, invites “textiles,” 
people who wear clothes, to explore 
“psychology, the way they were raised, 
and the politics of living in this patri-
archy. After analyzing their timidity, 
attendees can choose to undress and 
receive a bare bum certificate.
Co-star Christina Lake, a recent 
convert to nudism, hopes the play 
will cure oth-
ers of clotha-
holism. While 
social isolation 
exists in Van-
couver, “the 
[social] barriers 
can come down 
if a person gets 
a little bit into 
nudism and re-
alizes that these 
barriers are useless,” Lake said.
Combining publicity with protest, 
Lake now roams Vancouver with her 
breasts exposed, handing out leaflets 
for the play. 
“The maniac idea of covering up 
your whole body, especially for reli-
gious purposes 
is something 
that is worthy 
of protest as 
far as I’m con-
cerned,” Lake 
said. “Korky 
helped me and 
I have found 
my vehicle to 
protest this 
now. I can 
show my breasts in public.” 
Day’s political brand of nudism, 
sometimes referred to as naturism, 
does not please everyone. Though the 
play is based on the beach, it is not 
endorsed by the Wreck Beach Preser-
vation Society. Chairperson of the so-
ciety, Judy Williams said the produc-
tion “in no way represents the beach 
and naturism.” 
According to Day, society members 
were uncomfortable with critique 
of religious coverings. Day does not 
view nudists as anti-religious, 
“It’s not like we’re anti-religion, 
the people in the world who want 
war will use religion, or whatever ex-
cuse… to try to trick us all into going 
to war,” Day said. “Try to trick us into 
going to war when we’re all having a 
good time at Wreck Beach naked.”
Shy Therapy at a Nude Beach runs 
from Oct 18-29 at Fairview Hall.
Local nudist and playwright bares all in the name of equality 
The buzz on 'healthier' booze
 By TREVOR NAULT
A s Vancouverites gear up for the holiday drinking sea-son, they could be seeing a 
lot more “healthy alcohol” on store 
shelves, but consumers might not 
see the benefits they expect.
A decline in global alcohol con-
sumption looks to 
be generational in 
some markets, in-
spiring a growing 
trend of wellness 
focused drinks that 
chalk up the qual-
ity of their ingredi-
ents without making 
any specific health 
claims according to 
drink trends consultant, 
Claire Dodd.
“It’s not about say-
ing it’s good for 
you,” Dodd said. 
“It’s about say-
ing these ingredients have a func-
tional benefit.”
South Vancouver Liquor Store 
assistant manager Jordan Cran said 
he also notices the trend in a higher 
demand for organic drinks.
Flo Vinger of Los Angeles based 
Ving Vodka said she’s certainly 
marketing her line of “farm fresh” 
vodkas to the “Whole Foods well-
ness community,” but would never 
call them a health product.
Though the kale in her Kale, 
Lemon Peel, and Cucumber In-
fused Organic Farm Fresh Vodka 
offers no nutritional benefits, she 
stands by the purity of her product.
“It’s a clean vodka,” said Vinger. 
“It’s the cleanest.”
Ving Vodka is in the process of 
expanding into Canada where it 
will join a host of similar drinks in 
the Vancouver market.
Dogwood Brewing brewmaster, 
Claire Wilson, opened Vancouver’s 
first organic brewery in 2015. For 
Wilson, organic isn’t about individ-
ual health, so much as the health of 
her community.  
“The choice to make organic beer 
was as much about supporting local 
organic growers,” said Wilson.
Still, Wilson said some of her 
customers who experience adverse 
health effects from traditional beers 
like swollen fingers report less with 
organic. She suspects this could be 
due to the presence of sulfites or 
pesticides, of which she claims her 
beers have none.
That being said, Wilson also 
confirms her beers are not health 
products.
“The millennial generation is 
looking for products that are better 
for you,” said Dodd. “It’s fashion-
able to be going to the gym, it’s not 
fashionable to be stumbling out of 
a bar.”
Saying 
goodbye 
to clothing 
'addiction'
Langara philosophers 
analyze voting systems
 By ALLISON HAYES
L angara’s Philosophy depart-ment chair, Alex Boston will host the next campus Phi-
losophers’ Jam on Friday because he 
has a vision for better democratic 
voting systems.
The second jam of the season will 
focus on approval voting as the op-
timal way of running an election. 
The effective difference in approval 
voting is that a voter can elect more 
than one candidate on their ballot, 
and the candidate with the most 
votes wins. This system can be im-
plemented if at least 60 per cent of 
citizens vote in its favour.
“It’s backwards compatible that 
you can only vote for one candidate, 
it gives you some idea of tailoring 
the vote, everyone that supports 
one issue, or everyone but one, it 
prevents vote splitting,” Boston 
said.
Boston has been a fan of approval 
voting for a long time, having given 
a speech on electoral reform at the 
Citizen’s Assembly in 2005.
“In the jam I’ll examine approval 
voting and argue that whatever we 
go for should be something that’s 
fairly simple,” Boston said.
Katharine Browne, a philoso-
phy ethics instructor at Langara, 
said the jam’s significance is its be-
ing open to the public and being 
another channel for like minded 
students and people of interest to 
come together.
“It’s impor-
tant that we have 
another venue 
for students and 
members of the 
community to 
have the oppor-
tunity to engage 
philosophical ly 
on a wide range of 
topics,” Browne 
said.
With consis-
tent turnouts, Browne expects the 
momentum to keep rolling. This 
has a lot to do with the newsworthy 
chosen topics. “These jams allow 
the speaker to frame it in a way that 
is accessible to people who aren’t 
necessarily specialized,” Browne 
said.
Exploring alternative voting sys-
tems seems to be a pattern right 
now as, since being elected, the B.C. 
NDP’s have announced a referen-
dum on electoral reform which, if 
it reaches the 50 per cent plus vot-
ers threshold, will be implemented 
in 2021. Ballots for the vote will be 
sent out next year to be completed 
by the end of November 2018.
Superfoods in alcohol 
could be giving fewer 
benefits than some 
may think
Alex Boston
LANGARA PHILOSO-
PHY DEPARTMENT 
CHAIR
“Try to trick us into 
going to war when 
we're all having a good 
time at Wreck Beach, 
naked.”
— KORKY DAY, NUDIST AND PLAYWRIGHT
PHOTO BY 
TREVOR 
NAULT
Dec., 2004
B.C. government proposes single 
transferrable vote (STV): Only 57 
per cent of voters supported.
 May, 2005
STV system proposed to B.C.  
voters as referendum question.
 May, 2009
STV proposal supported by only 
39 per cent of voters.
SOURCE: PARL.CA
B.C. REFORUM PROPOSALS
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H ealthy alcohol is prov-ing to be the new healthy lifestyle trend, but it seems to be more 
of a profitable marketing strategy 
than really beneficial to the health 
of consumers.
Ving Vodka, a company that 
started making organic vodka 
infused with corn, kale, lemon peel 
and cucumber, is in the final stages 
of expanding into the Vancouver 
market.
The notion of living longer and 
healthier is circulating around 
Vancouver and kale-infused vodka 
seems to be the right thing to get 
people interested. 
It’s everyone’s ultimate goal to be 
able to combine everything pleas-
ant and healthy, 
and here you 
are offered the 
chance. Sounds 
tempting, but 
does this drink 
really give you all 
the nutritional 
benefits of a veg-
etable?
Alcohol by 
definition can-
not be healthy 
no matter how 
many vegetables its infused with or 
how organic it claims to be. Drink-
ing to ‘keep going’ is like hitting a 
horse with a whip – it still won’t run 
forever.
Testimonies from Ving Vodka 
consumers claim that they can 
drink more kale vodka and not get 
as drunk as with regular liquor. 
A drink trends consultant said 
that alcohol consumption is de-
clining globally and companies are 
trying to attract the millennial de-
mographic that’s more concerned 
about what is going into their bod-
ies. 
Seriously though, who drinks 
vodka to get healthy? Let’s be hon-
est, people drink to enjoy it, not for 
its health benefits.
Young people are more attracted 
to healthy trends and veganism so 
it seems like the idea of healthy 
drinking is attractive, but at the end 
of the day, it is still alcohol and al-
cohol isn’t healthy.
No such thing as 
beneficial booze
"Lulu Lemondrop" rushes to get a refill of one of the new 'healthy' alcohol drinks. ILLUSTRATION BY PERRIN GRAUER
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Breast 
cancer 
month 
left out 
O ctober is B r e a s t C a n -
cer Awareness 
month, but 
Langara Col-
lege does not 
have any events 
planned for the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
health cam-
paign. 
L a n g a r a 
needs to take a 
closer look at what is considered to 
be an important event to promote. 
According to The Hub at Langa-
ra, some special days and campaigns 
are mandated to be promoted, oth-
ers have to be initiated by students. 
It is fair to assume that there is not 
enough students or resources to 
promote every new campaign or 
special month, but breast cancer 
isn’t something to be ignored. 
Students shouldn't have to rely 
on corporate entities with pink 
cups or pink shoes to teach them 
about their bodies or breasts.
In Canada, one in nine women 
will develop breast cancer in their 
lifetime, with 14 women dying 
from breast cancer each day. Ev-
ery student has been touched by 
breast cancer, whether it’s our mom, 
grandparent or a friend of a friend. 
Some may argue that awareness 
should focus on older age groups, 
rather than a young student popu-
lation. It’s true that women over the 
age of 45 are more at risk for breast 
cancer, but awareness should start 
at an early age. 
According to Rethink Breast 
Cancer, an advocacy group for 
young women, there are preven-
tative measures in daily lifestyle 
habits that should start at a young 
age. Post-secondary institutions are 
the best way to spread information, 
as it’s where we spend most of our 
time during the school year. 
Studies show that younger girls 
are lacking knowledge surrounding 
breast cancer but are more receptive 
to information through their high 
school or college. 
Making sure younger women 
are educated and comfortable with 
their bodies will allow them to 
detect warning signs as they grow 
older and their risk of cancer gets 
higher. 
We want to hear from you
Journalism instructor Erica 
Bulman oversees The Voice. 
Email: ebulman@langara.bc.ca
Full-time 
students 
lack time 
for dates
B eing a full-time student is 
tough. 
Assignments 
pile up, stress 
levels shoot 
through the roof 
and the coffee 
maker just can’t 
produce the 
caffeine quick 
enough.
P o u n d i n g 
back energy drinks to fuel for a 
late-night study session only com-
pounds the rising anxiety levels. 
Now let’s throw in the added stress 
of maintaining a healthy relation-
ship. Does that sound even remote-
ly possible? Well, that depends on 
many factors. 
Are both people students? Do 
they have jobs? Are they openly 
communicative with one another? 
These are important questions to 
ask yourself, and your potential 
partner, when considering the jump 
to “being official”.
If your class schedules don’t line 
up and you can’t find enough time 
to enjoy each other’s company, then 
it might be best to avoid putting a 
label on your relationship. Without 
sufficient time together, a relation-
ship can’t successfully nurture and 
grow. 
Having a job becomes a factor 
as well. Working on weekends can 
help put you through school, but it 
can also put a stranglehold on your 
relationship. What little time you 
may have had to spend with your 
partner has now shrunk even fur-
ther.
We’ve all heard the phrase ‘com-
munication is key in a successful 
relationship’, and it’s incredibly 
true. Lacking the ability to voice 
your thoughts and fears with your 
partner hinders the possibility of a 
long-lasting relationship. 
Being in a strong relationship 
while attending a post-secondary 
institution is only possible if the 
two parties involved preserve an 
open line of communication and 
voice any problems they face, or po-
tentially see down the road.
At the end of the day, it all de-
pends on what matters the most to 
a person: focusing on their educa-
tion or their relationship.
“Strong relationship 
... is only possible 
if the two parties 
involved preserve 
an open line of 
communication.”
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Protect yourself on apps 
The Vancouver Police Department call out for dating safety
 By PERRIN GRAUER
W ith online dating be-coming more com-mon, the Vancouver Police Department 
has released a database to help us-
ers establish safer dating practices. 
Female students in their late 
teens and early 20s are less likely to 
report assault at the hands of men 
they met through online dating 
services, according to Hilla Kerner, 
spokeswoman for Vancouver Rape 
Relief and Women’s Shelter. Pro-
fessionals in their late 20s and 30s 
are more likely to report an assault, 
though they are at no less risk. 
Det.-Const. Michelle 
Grandbois of the VPD 
says students might 
be at greater risk 
“because of age and 
life experience. 
Obviously older 
people will pick 
up on different 
things.”
Regardless of how 
much life experience 
a person has, meeting 
somebody through a dating 
app can be a risky proposition. 
“Even men who meet women 
through mutual friends are not 
worried for their reputation 
and are allowing them-
selves to act as sexual 
predators and to at-
tack women,” Kern-
er said. 
Online dating 
services like Tin-
der and Bumble are 
designed to make 
meeting new people 
easier, but the VPD 
warns that these apps can 
also be subject to abuse. The 
VPD database, available at catchy-
ou.ca, includes tips and testimoni-
als for safer dating. 
Nancy Pollak, coordinator of 
Langara’s Women’s Studies depart-
ment, spoke with The Voice via email 
and said the dangers of internet 
dating are the same ones women 
have always faced. 
“In B.C., many young women 
enjoy varying degrees of personal 
freedom and choice re: dating and 
sexuality… But our society is still 
riddled with sexist double stan-
dards, with long-entrenched prac-
tices of sexual exploitation and 
coercion,” Pollak writes. “So no sur-
prise that the online dating scene 
would also have its share of [sex of-
fenders].” 
Kerner was also quick to point 
out that assault can happen no mat-
ter how careful a person is. 
“Women who do call us about 
being sexually assaulted…through 
a man that they met online do 
blame themselves very much,” says 
Kerner. 
Kerner says that if anyone have 
been victimized, a support group 
can help them get a more diligent 
response from the criminal justice 
system.
The Vancouver Rape Relief and 
Women’s Shelter’s 24-hour crisis 
line is (604) 872-8212.
 PERSONAL INFO
Provide as little personal informa-
tion as possible on your profile.
FOUND SOMEONE?
Google search the name they 
have given you.
 FIRST DATE
Arrange to meet in a public place 
away from where you live.
YOU TRUST THEM?
If your date has told you where 
they live or work, do some check-
ing to confirm.
TRUST YOUR GUT
Trust your instincts - if something 
feels wrong, it probably is.
SOURCE: CATCHYOU.CA
ONLINE DATING 
SAFETY
Join the podcast 
on dating this 
week!
 langaravoice.ca 
 By NATALIA BUENDIA 
CALVILLO
H aving an intimate relation-ship helps to reduce stress and to increase happiness, 
but some full-time students at Lan-
gara College prefer to stay single.
When students were asked about 
the pros and cons of dating while 
studying full-time, most of them 
said it is a distraction from school 
and they do not have the time. The 
extra study time is preferred over 
the health and anti-stress qualities 
of having a healthy relationship.
Business and administration 
student Abhishek Parasher thinks 
relationships take time and cost 
money. 
“It’s expensive. Having a girl-
friend is good because you are 
emotionally stable but you are not 
financially stable,” Parasher said.
Social researcher, author and sex 
educator, Ryan Levis, advocates 
having a relationship while being 
a student because it offers students 
strong emotional support.
“Emotionally supportive rela-
tionships are really good for miti-
gating stress,” he said. “If you have a 
crap relationship where you cannot 
discuss boundaries, then a needy or 
codependent relationship is going 
to compound the stress.” 
An article published in the Jour-
nal of Marriage and Family in 2017, 
stated that healthy affectional con-
nections have been linked to high-
er rates of health and happiness, 
whereas the absence predisposes 
people to loneliness, dissatisfaction 
or low psychological well-being.
Endocrinology and behavioural 
neuroscience researchers have at-
tributed the feeling of pleasure that 
comes from intimate relationships 
to oxytocin, a molecule secreted to 
the bloodstream by the pituitary 
gland.
Oxytocin, sometimes referred to 
as “the love hormone,” lowers stress 
and causes pleasure. Even with a 
light touch or a hug, the receptor 
neurons under the skin trigger the 
production which has anti-stress 
properties and makes people happy.
Full-time psychology student 
Hadil Ahmad has a long-term 
partner but says students should 
focus on school because an inti-
mate relationship, regardless of 
how good it makes you feel, costs 
time and causes distraction.
Challenging times 
for offline daters
Apps have expedited 
the dating process 
while meeting people in 
person remains
difficult
Intimate relationships 
relieve stress but stu-
dents find them costly
 By MYRA DIONNE
Swiping left or right is easy. Asking someone out in per-son remains a challenge. 
With so many apps and websites 
to simplify the dating process, of-
fline interactions can still begin a 
relationship but it’s becoming more 
difficult for the general population. 
The problem with relying on 
online dating is that it is more 
challenging to have a real sense of 
someone because 
you are missing 
out on the physi-
cal and verbal cues 
when you can’t see 
the person, ac-
cording to Gagun 
Chhina, a soci-
ology teacher at 
Langara College.
“Verbal com-
munication is mi-
nor and the other 
information is more significant so 
it makes the interaction very prob-
lematic in that you're reading cues 
all the time,” he said though ac-
knowledged that “Going and being 
in a live venue...it's much more dif-
ficult to meet people.” 
Langara College students 
Varinder Chopra and Navjeet Kaur 
began their relationship in person 
after meeting through friends on 
campus. 
“We just met at the college since 
we came here to Canada,” Kaur 
said.
“She was sitting with her friend 
circle and from that circle, I knew 
just one girl,” Chopra said. “After 
seven or eight months, we started 
talking.”
Jennifer Ngo, a single student at 
Langara who has dated using apps 
and offline, acknowledges that dat-
ing is harder in person. 
“In this day and age, in society, I 
feel like it’s very hard for people to 
get out and try to date. Especially 
in this city, I feel like a lot of people 
are very reserved.”
Chhina said that in the future, 
the demographic of people using 
dating apps will grow with age. 
“You’re always interacting with 
people offline,” Chhina said. “As 
long as you have interactions with 
people, then that potential to ask 
out somebody or have a partner still 
exists.”
Gagun Chhina
SOCIOLOGY TEACH-
ER AT LANGARA
Students get intimate in Langara College hallway. NATALIA BUENDIA CALVILLO PHOTO
They can't be bothered
Swiping left and right on Tinder is all it takes to enter the lexicon of online dating. PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY PERRIN GRAUER
“... I feel like a lot 
of people are very 
reserved.”
— JENNIFER NGO,  LANGARA STUDENT
Dating: fears, fomo & fakers
Join this 
week's 
po cast on 
dating at 
la garavoice.
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Hilary Potter, a member of the only women’s deaf curling team in B.C., sets up her stone at Hillcrest Centre on Oct. 13. MYRA DIONNE PHOTO
Deaf curling team debuts
Only all-female team playing first game in South Van Oct. 21
 By MYRA DIONNE
S even women will soon be sweeping the ice as the only registered all-female deaf curling team in British Co-
lumbia. 
Cecilia Tung, a bronze medal 
winner at the 2017 World Deaf 
Curling Championships in So-
chi, Russia, is hard of hearing. She 
has curled for the last 13 years on 
deaf and hearing teams. When she 
spoke with The Voice, she said the 
main difference between the two is 
in hearing curling, commands are 
yelled to one another, but in deaf 
curling they sign the commands.
The last time B.C. had an official 
women’s deaf curling team was in 
2012, according to Tung. 
“I got the ball rolling and reached 
out to a couple of females that I 
know who curl but have not curled 
for a long time,” Tung said. “The 
point of us getting together is just 
to have fun. I don’t want to make 
it a serious thing but if they really 
want to go to the Canada Deaf 
Games, OK, I'll go too."
Eric Nielson, the team’s manager, 
is also deaf. In a written interview, 
he said the group only started a few 
weeks ago, but he is encouraging 
the team to represent B.C. at the 
Canada Deaf Games in 2019. 
“I have a good feeling that we 
have a good mixed team in terms of 
ages and experiences,” Nielson said. 
“The number one important thing 
is to have fun but be willing to work 
hard.”
Leonor Johnson, office admin-
istrator at BC Deaf Sports Fed-
eration, said in an email that deaf 
curling in Canada is declining. The 
Canadian Deaf Curling Champi-
onship, which takes place in Feb-
ruary 2018, has been hard to host 
due to costs and the time it takes 
to arrange.
“It was required to have at least 
three provinces or more at CDCC 
and lately, there have not been 
enough women teams or mixed 
teams,” Johnson said. 
Tung’s team will have their first 
game at the BC Deaf Curling Play-
down this weekend at the Marpole 
Curling Club.
One Vancouver 
league is 
working to be a 
more open space 
for trans players
Yayuk Joffres represents Canada in the women’s division against Japan at the 
World Ultimate and Guts Championship 2016.  NOAH MARKUS PHOTOGRAPHY
 By BECCA CLARKSON
S ome are concerned the new trans inclusivity policy at an ultimate league in Vancouver 
is not fully adressing the problems.
Vancouver Ultimate League 
teamed up with QMUNITY, an 
LGBTQ+ resource centre to pro-
vide a more inclusive sporting ex-
perience. Despite multiple policy 
and language changes some people 
don’t think this will affect things as 
much as they hoped.
Some of the changes include 
gender neutral language on the 
VUL website, not including gender 
on player profiles, more gender op-
tions during registration, and the 
ability to choose which gender they 
match with on the field.
Joel Harnest, the education and 
training coordinator at QMU-
NITY, was VUL’s main consultant 
on the policy changes. He believes 
there will always be tension sur-
rounding gender diversity in athlet-
ics.
“I think a big learning point for 
the VUL was on how to support a 
non-binary or transgender person if 
they don’t want to be out as non-
binary on a sports team,” Harnest 
said. 
Yayuk Joffres, a genderqueer 
person who recently retired from 
the game, is skeptical these policy 
changes would have affected their 
VUL experience, as they feel it isn’t 
clear how the new policy will be 
implemented, tracked and evalu-
ated.
“It’s the attitudes, not the poli-
cies that have to change,” Joffres 
said. “They changed the language in 
their documents, but it's still a bi-
nary sport in gender because they're 
saying ‘would you rather match up 
with a man or a woman?’”
VUL’s marketing manager, Craig 
Kulyk, isn’t aware of another recre-
ational sports league that has made 
similar policy changes. 
“We’re proud to be a leader in 
this area and hope others will fol-
low our lead,” Kulyk said. “We rec-
ognize that despite the hundreds 
of hours we’ve put into this effort, 
there is still work to do in order to 
truly be inclusive.” 
Dogs in 
hunt for 
victory
DOGSmart hosts Rally-
O Fun Match so owners 
can demonstrate their 
dogs' progress
 By DANICA WALKER
P utting a dog through its pac-es in competion is one way to test its obedience — espe-
cially with added distractions.
That is one benefit of the 
DOGSmart Training and Day-
care Rally-O Fun Match, accord-
ing to Jennifer West, the mom of a 
14-year-old dog handler. She said 
that her son Callum Rose, and his 
dog, a four year old doodle, Rufus, 
do well during 
their agility class-
es at DOGSmart, 
but once you put 
them on a course 
with other dogs, 
that’s when his 
skills really shine.
 “These fun 
matches are a way 
to put those skills 
to the test to com-
pete against other dogs,” West said. 
“The agility classes prepare you for 
these events, but until you're actu-
ally in the ring with other dogs and 
the other circumstances, it's diffi-
cult to tell whether you're actually 
good at it.”
Alice Fisher, owner and trainer 
at DOGSmart, said in order to run 
the course well, the team has to 
work together.
“I think they become aware how 
much their footwork influences the 
dog,” Fisher said. “One of the cues 
from the advanced or excellent is 
where they had to take a jump, and 
then come back into heel position.”
Six-year-old Australian shep-
herd, Kane, finished first in the 
excellent category, and his handler 
Mary Federici, who is also a trainer 
at DOGSmart, said that Kane loves 
to participate in dog obedience 
events.
“He loves it, you can see he is all 
crazy,” Federici said. “When he gets 
in there he is all excited to do it.” 
DOGSmart holds Rally-O Fun 
events once a year and agility fun 
events twice a year.
Ultimate step toward inclusivity
Kane and his owner, Mary Federici, 
complete the obedience course. 
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Rufus
FOUR-YEAR-OLD 
DOODLE
FALCONS' TALLY AS OF OCT. 17
MEN'S SOCCER
W-D-L 
1-0-9
Ranked fifth out of five teams
WOMEN'S SOCCER
W-D-L 
3-5-3
Ranked third out of five teams
MEN'S BASKETBALL
First two games
Douglas Nov. 10
Capilano Nov. 11
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
First two games
Douglas Nov. 10
Capilano Nov. 11
